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SUBJECT: HEW INVITATION TO EGYPTIAN MINISTER OF 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

REF STATE 56889 

1. DCM CALLED ON MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS DR. AISHA 
RATIB MAR 31 TO DELIVER LETTER OF INVITATION TO VISIT US 
FROM HEW SECRETARY WEINBERGER. DELAY IN DELIVERING 
INVITATION TO DR. RATIB WAS RELATED TO ASWAN NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH WERE IN COURSE WHEN INVITATION RECEIVED. 

2. DR. RATIB WAS GRATEFUL FOR INVITATION AND EXPRESSED 
DESIRE IN PRINCIPLE TO GO TO US, WHICH SHE HAS NEVER 

VISITED. BUT SAID THAT SUCH INVITATION WOULD FIRST HAVE TO HAVE 
PRIMIN'S APPROVAL. WHEN THIS WAS OBTAINED, SHE WILL 
INFORM EMBASSY. IN COMMENTING ON INVITATION, R.RATIB 
WAS NOT CERTAIN WHETHER SHE COULD GO AS EARLY AS MAY AND 
MENTIONED SEPTEMBER AS AN ALTERNATE. 

3. DCM REQUESTED THAT, WHEN SHE WAS IN POSITION 

TO REPLY TO INVITATION, SHE ALSO INDICATE TO EMBASSY ANY 
SPECIAL INTERESTS WHICH SHE MAY HAVE WITH RESPECT TO VISIT. 

HE FELT CERTAIN THAT VERY INTERESTING AND USEFUL PROGRAM 
WOULD BE ARRANGED BY HEW FOR HER VISIT. 
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